Our vision for Calverley Terrace,
Tunbridge Wells:

The museum will feature some of Decimus Burton’s better known projects:

The Decimus Burton Museum & Study Centre

The museum will showcase Decimus Burton’s architectural and town planning projects both locally and nationally.
The Civic Society has long been known for is local history publications which highlight the social history of
Tunbridge Wells at different periods in its history. Not only will a number of the museum’s rooms be furnished as
they were when built in 1828 (the society has researched a number of past occupants), but sections of the museum
will focus on subjects such as the local suffrage movement, the importance of local businesses such as Tunbridge
Ware and the contributions of famous individuals such as David Salomons.
An important part of the museum and study centre will be an educational programme, including workshops,
lectures, outreach programmes as well as primary and secondary school projects. There will also be a sensory
garden, a tea room and a museum shop. Businesses and individuals will also be able to hire out some of the
museum’s rooms for private functions.
Together with the Amelia Scott and the Trinity Clock Tower, the new museum and study centre at Calverly Terrace
could help to rejuvenate the town centre as a cultural touristic destination.

How you can support & comment on this project:
Contact the Royal Tunbridge Wells Civic Society at thecivicsociety.org or thedecimusburtonsociety.org
for further information on the project, and to offer your comments and support for the project.

Decimus Burton 1800-1881 was a unique architect of the 19th
century whose career spanned the Georgian, Regency and
Victorian periods. Having spent his early childhood at Mabledon
near Tunbridge Wells, he trained as an architect, initially under
his father, James Burton and then John Soane, and John Nash.
Over 70 0f his buildings still stand in and around the town,
although his more famous works include The Palm House and
Temperate House at Kew, The Wellington Arch, The Athenaeum
Club in Pall Mall, and parts of Regents Park including the Zoo.
His pioneering approach to town planning led to the development
of Calverley New Town, Fleetwood and parts of St Leonards,
amongst others, long before town planning became a profession
in its own right. His ground-breaking projects, such as the now
lost Colosseum in regents Park, also included what was arguably
the world’s first passenger list.

